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HIGHLIGHTS
1. The meeting was convened by UNDP to engage cluster members and partners in a discussion on a) updates on the Philippine Flash Appeal in response to Typhoon Ondoy; b) early recovery assessment mission in typhoon-affected sites scheduled from 7-9 October; and c) continue discussion on Step 3, which refers to cluster interventions leading to long-term development.
2. Presiding over the meeting, Mr Meyer informed the group that the Flash Appeal had been finished, and that it was scheduled to be launched in Geneva on 06 October, and in Manila on 07 October. The sum requested in the appeal is US$ 74,021,809, which represents the combined amount solicited by a total of 15 organizations including UN agencies and INGOs. The first mandatory revision of the appeal will be made 30 days after its issuance.
3.  Mr Jegillos presented to the group the draft TOR of the assessment mission, focusing on the following key points:
a. The assessment will be rapid in nature.

b. It will be held in Pateros (07 Oct), Pasig (08 Oct) and Cainta (09 Oct). The LGUs of these typhoon-affected sites have already been contacted about the schedule of the assessment mission, although communication with some of them has been limited due to damage suffered by the LGU premises during the flood (e.g. Pasig LGU operations have been relocated).
c. The general flow of the assessment mission will consist of a general briefing involving UN and LGU focal persons for the different ER sectoral themes. Ocular inspections, if needed, must be communicated to the LGUs in advance.
d. Experts such as hydraulogists may be engaged in the assessment mission.

4. In relation to Step 3, it was mentioned that ISDR could provide support to strengthen the DRR and climate change components, as well as offer best practices culled through its International Recovery Platform.
5. The following issues and concerns were raised in the course of the meeting:

a. LGUs are currently more concerned with household-level garbage disposal and small waterways affected by the flood.

b. There is a need for greater emphasis on “disaster waste management” in the TOR of the assessment mission.
c. DOF Secretary Margarito Teves is expected to formally announce the government’s request for a Post-Disaster Needs Assessment.
d. Although FAO is still awaiting official information from the Department of Agriculture, it seems that the focus of assistance to areas affected by Typhoon Pepeng will be the provision of farming inputs. This is crucial so as not to break the planting/harvest cycle.

6. The following agreements were reached during the meeting:
a. Meeting participants will confirm with UNDP their participation in the assessment mission, including the availability of official vehicles from their respective agencies.
b. Softcopies of the TOR and of the ER Planning Template will be forwarded to the meeting participants. Comments on these documents will be submitted to UNDP by 06 October, Tuesday.
c. As soon as it receives the information from DA, FAO will forward to the group data on agricultural damages caused by Typhoons Ondoy and Pepeng.
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